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Looking back at some previous historic Houston cold 
snaps 
February 13, 2021 at 4:49 pm by Matt Lanza 


With the deep freeze on the way to Houston, Eric thought it would be a good idea to take a look at some 
previous significant cold in Houston, so we can place this outbreak in historical context. As Space City 
Weather’s unofficial history guru, I’ve taken on the challenge! 


Quick forecast update 


Eric’s morning post does a nice job discussing what we know and expect over the coming days. Not a 
whole lot has changed, though I think three things stand out. 


1.) First, there is a real chance that there could be some freezing drizzle or light freezing rain overnight 
tonight and Sunday morning. Please check with us or other local outlets if you are planning to travel 
anywhere tomorrow morning. 


2.) Second, the start time of Sunday evening’s precipitation has sped up a bit, and we may see rain or 
freezing rain or sleet begin as early as 3 or 4 PM on Sunday. 


3.) It seems colder air may push in here a little faster on Sunday night and Monday morning. This is both 
good and bad. It’s bad in the sense that we’re likely to endure a longer stretch of temperatures in the mid- 
20s or colder. It’s good, however, in the sense that this might lead to more sleet (or snow) and less freezing 
rain. Forecasting precipitation types is extremely challenging, as Eric noted this morning, so I expect more 
curve balls to be thrown our way between now and tomorrow evening, but at least this afternoon, it looks 
like sleet may be the more common precipitation type we see tomorrow night. We’ll have more for you in 
the morning. 


February 2021 


So, to begin our trip through history, let’s set the table with the current cold outbreak. 


Current coldest forecast temperature: 10° on Tuesday 2/16 
Nights forecast at or below freezing: Five 


The current official NWS forecast low for Houston on Tuesday morning (at IAH Airport) is 10 degrees, 
which would rank as a tie for Houston’s 5th coldest morning all-time (back to 1889). Since official records 
have been kept at Bush Airport (1969), this would rank as the second coldest, with only December 23, 
1989 being colder (7 degrees). 


Some may try to talk down this cold outbreak because of its less impressive duration than, say, 1989 
which saw three of Houston’s 25 coldest mornings on record. However, the current Monday through 
Friday forecast (as of Saturday afternoon) shows an average temperature of 28.5 degrees for the 5 day 
period. This would rank as Houston’s 12th coldest 5 day stretch on record. If that does verify, it will be our 
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coldest 5 day stretch of weather since 1983. So this certainly qualifies as an upper echelon, if not historic 


cold snap. 


So let’s look back at some other memorable Houston cold snaps through the years. 


January 2018 


Coldest temperature: 19° on 1/17 
Nights at or below freezing: 10, split up over 20 days 


We’ ve gotten a few comments from folks questioning how this upcoming cold could be classified as 
“coldest in years” when we just had cold like this in January 2018. Well, the reality is that January 2018, 
while impressive, was split up over 3 weeks and came with comparatively mild daytime highs. 


Climatological Data for Houston Area, TX (ThreadEx) - January 2018 
Click column heading to sort ascending, click again to sort descending. 



































Date Max Temperature [Min Temperature Avg Temperature [Avy Temperature Departure [HDD [CRD [Prec pitation Snowfall | Snow Depth 
2018-01-01 41 Les S| SL TO | ooo | 00 | 
2018-01-02f 34 | 23 | =a a so e S 
2018-01-03f 48 | 25 | > om [of o | 
2018-01-04 | 0 | =a | 
2018-01-05 | 0 | Lv 
2018-01-06 0 0 
2018-01-07 0 0 
2018-01-08 0 0 
2018-01-09 0 0 
2018-01-10 0 0 
2018-01-11 | 0 | | 0 | 
2018-01-12 | 0 | 0 | 
2018-01-13 | 0 | | 0 
2018-01-14 | 0 | 0 | 
2018-01-15 | 0 | 0 | 
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2018-01-23 65 O B3 | s55 | _ 418 J njof ow | o0 | 0 | 
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2018-01-27 66  _ s | 6&0 OT oz | oo 0 | 
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Sum | L 
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Observations for each day cover the 24 hours ending 
at the time given below (Local Standard Time). 


Max Temperature : midnight 
Min Temperature : midnight 
Precipitation : midnight 
Snowfall : unknown 
Snow Depth : unknown 


January 2018 had its share of cold, including our coldest morning since 1996, but we weren’t able to string together a stretch quite like this 


week. (NOAA) 


We did hit 19 degrees, which at that time was our coldest low temperature since 1996. We managed to 
reach the upper 30s on both days, which isn’t overly impressive. That event also came with snow, sleet, 
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and ice. Impressive, but probably not historic. 


February 2011 


Coldest temperature: 21° on 2/2 
Nights at or below freezing: 12 over 2 weeks 


Another one we hear about is 2011. I remember February 2011 vividly because I moved to Houston for a 
time that month and arrived at the end of January. Quite the welcome. Houston officially bottomed out at 
21 degrees on February 2nd. We registered 5 straight days with lows in the 20s from February 1-5 and 4 
days from February 9-12. There was also an ice storm of sorts on the 4th. Eric wrote about it at the 
Houston Chronicle. I actually remember forecasting this and it being a really good lesson in the challenges 
of forecasting winter weather in the South. 


While this was not really a record-setting event in Houston, other parts of Texas saw some impressive 
records. El Paso’s coldest February day on record was February 3, 2011. Dallas was plagued with cold and 
wintry weather as well, marring the 2011 Super Bowl. 


December 1989 


Coldest temperature: 7° on 12/23 
Nights at or below freezing: 14 over 2-3 weeks 


In pantheon of modern Houston cold snaps, December 1989 is front and center. 
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| Rare snow w dusts city 
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Rattles ermnt after Ceansescu’s fall F i < 
The front page of the Houston Chronicle from December 23, 1989, the day after Houston officially recorded 1.7" of snow and the day that 
Houston recorded the coldest December day on record. (Houston Chronicle) 


Six record low temperatures still stand from 1989. 
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December 12: 25° 
December 13: 19° 
December 16: 19° 
December 22: 13° 
December 23: 7° 

December 24: 11° 


December of 1989 was Houston’s coldest December on record back to the 1880s. Between crop losses and 
other damage, the cold of December 1989 was estimated at the time to cause $300 to $500 million in 
damage (up to $1 billion in 2021 dollars) in Southeast and Coastal Texas, according to NOAA’s December 
1989 StormData publication. This event merits a whole post on its own, which we’ll hopefully one day get 
to! 


December 1983 


Coldest temperature: 11° on 12/25 
Nights at or below freezing: 12, including 11 in a row to close the month. 


The December 1983 cold wave was another hall of fame event for Houston. We closed the month with 11 
straight mornings below freezing, including four full days that failed to crack above 32 degrees. 
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BY RICHARD STEWART 
and JON YERBOON 
Chrosicle Staff 


The head-on collision of a tractor-trailer 
rig and Church bas that kilted nine persos 
may be the warst traffic accident in South- 
eat Texas history, apd investigators stid Sst- 
urday they cannot explain what cawed the 
wack aleg a straight, rorai read est of 
Heaston. 

Three members of one family — a woman 
añil her two children —~ were killed in the 
@Fident. Two other children jn the family 

injured, A man and his 10-year-old son 
algo were killed, and there were numerous 
injuries involving more than ope member of 
ether families, ail on their way to @ Christ- 
mas revival at an Asahuae church. 

Both drivers and sever bus passengers 
aye fied. Fourteen parsons were injered, 

critically. 

‘The accident occurred along Texas 61 near 
Devers about 40 miles east of Houston about 
T pm. Friday. The road is narrow, um- 
lighted and without shoulders, and it bed been 
P irt Jone be ies m of 

7 james 
Härever, the. highway is straight, and visthil- 
ityewas good, he sald. - 

Kirksey said there were po sidd marks on 
te road, indicating the (wo Large vehicles 
pehbably never- braked before cisshing 
headin at an estimated combined speed in 
exéess of 100 mph. 

i's the worst sccidetst J can remember Int 
the18 years Fve been (with DPS)" Kirksey 
sai, “Tm sare it's the worst in this area.” 

Bitksev identified the driver of the trac- 
toptrailer rig as Walder Edward Odoen. 39, af 
DdiSetta, a small town located about 10 miles 
fof the socident site. “He would be familiar 
wit the roat” Kirksey said. "Bat we havent 
made a determination aa the cause. They Bil 
in The middle of the rod. It looks Ike maybe 
they fast weren't paring attention. 

‘It's a two-lane, two-way road with no im- 
prGved shoalders. It had been misting cartier 
in the dav hut there was an ire on the road > 
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Sunday, December 25, 1983 


See related story, Section 1, Page & 


"it boked like a bomb had gone off," Al 
Coward of the Hull-Deisetta Volunteer Ambu- 
Jance Service said. "It looked like @ plane 
crash There was 30 yards of destruction, with 
bodies from one end to the other.” 

"The whole front of the bus and two seais 
back were gone." Lynn Weils, another mem- 
=a tke Hull-Daisetta we force 
saii 

The Hull-Deisetta ambulance took four of 
the injared to hospêtels ir Beaumont. "We lost 
one on the way,” a faced Coward said. 

He said be heard Jater that another child, a 
boy w30 bad lost a leg in the accident, was 
dead m arrival at a hospital. 

in al, nme of the victims were taken to 
Beaurront's St. Elizabeth Hosgital “A hospital 
apakeaman said nee was dead nm arrival, Enie 
were treated and released and four were hos- 
pitalizad. 

A group of at least two dozen relatives, 
felenk and fellow cherch members were st 
the berpital Friday night, trying to find out 
about victims. The hospital sts ushered 
mest cf them Inte a private waiting room. 

“People are scattered ail around in differs 
ext hespitals”” a Jefferson County jestice af 
te pace òd Carol Richardson, of Beau- 
mmt, shortly after midnight. Mrs. Richard- 
æn was seeking pews of her son, Joho 
Richardson, 9. : 

“All his friends went to that church,” Mrs. 
Richardson said of the Lily of the Valley 
Church of God in Christ. the church the bus 
was bound for. “He loves it. He always loved 
to go. oe a of 

‘irs Richardson seidered tei Bit a 
saw Harold Engstrom, thë justice oi~the 
peace. at the hospital “We just don't know 
where everybody Is by kl he said. “Mọ 
advice to you is to go and walt by your 
ee because some (tal somewhere 
m be trying to get of you ta get 
permission for surgery.” 

Mrs Richanison went home to walt by the 


ash is one of worst 


“We 
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Temple Churck of God in Ctrist in Nome 
before establishing the Lily of the Valley 
Churek of God in Crist in Anahuac five or six 
years ago, Sam Harmon said. Friday was to 
have boen the fiiia of a fiveday Christmas 
revival at the church, 

Harmon, 51, of China, an employee of the 
Lower Neches Valley Asthority, sald the con- 
gregations of the twa churches were very 


close. 

“Anytime we had anything at owr church, 
they were there, end anytime they had any. 
thing. we would be invited.” he said. 

Jessie and Zola Mae Jackson, of Sour Lake, 
said when a iriend called with news about the" 
wreck, they feared their daughter, Dianna 
Renee Pierre, 17, vas dead. 

“I thought the same as any mother, that my 
danghler was dead. [t was just terrible,” Mrs. 
Jackson said. > 

ALSA, Elizabeth dey barned thoir damgiiter. 
had saffered tw bedly bruken leg Sie: bad 
played volleyball and been a long-distance 
track runner at Hardin Jeffersoe High School, 
where she is a junior. 

The couple got to see thelr daughter just 
before shè went kito surgery, Mrs. Jackson 
said, “She didn't sey anything,” Mrs. Jackson 


said, 

"Tt don't burt as much knowing she's alive, 
she's not dead. Shell make it all right," Jeck- 
son said. holding ber hand. 

Mrs Jackson sid the teenagers who at- 
tended the Anahsac church wêre a very 
close She said = for the bat years he 
daughter regulsriy rode ti D atien 
night meetings at the church “Al! of them 
were very close friends,” she said 

‘The injured were taken to, Se. Elizabeth's 
Medical Sirgies) Hospital2ll -in-Beavisiont; ~~ 
‘Yettié’ Kerxting Memorial Hospital in ‘Tib- 
erty; and Chambers County Memorial Hospi- 
tal in Anahuac 

Killed were Odoax Walter, 5& Patricia Les- 
ter, 32. of Basement anil bee sree, Terry, 12 
and Brian, 16, Sheda Thamas, 19. cf Grayberg: 
ibe Rey. Donald Wade Davis. 46, of Bean- 
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Three stone figures in a fountain in front of tures after being drenched in water during 
the University of Texas Medical School on Saturday's freeze. Below, a tree in Hrmann 
Holcombe take on the appearance of ice crea: Park also put on some weight during a¢ cold. 
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The Christmas morning Houston Chronicle featured pictures of fountains turned into ice sculptures in Houston. (Houston Chronicle) 


The 1983 cold snap caused an estimated $50 to $100 million in damage in Texas at the time (up to about 
$250 million today). December 1983 is Houston’s second coldest December behind 1989. December 1983 
was to Dallas what December 1989 was to Houston, leading to their coldest December on record. 


January 1978 


Coldest temperature: 21° on 1/20 
Nights at or below freezing: 20 (!) over the course of the month 


The January 1978 cold snap doesn’t have much intensity on any single day, but it makes up for that in 
terms of duration, which ultimately led to 1978 being our coldest January (and coldest month) on record. 


https://spacecityweather.com/looking-back-at-some-previous-historic-houston-cold-snaps/ 


5/16 


2/18/2021 Looking back at some previous historic Houston cold snaps — Space City Weather 


Climatological Data for Houston Area, TX (ThreadEx) - January 1978 
Click column heading to sort ascending, click again to sort descending 
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Frequent fronts ushered in cold, Arctic air through most of January 1978, which led to a low to moderate intensity, but sustained cold air 
outbreak over Houston. (NOAA) 


The 1970s had some pretty amazing winters across the United States, and for Houston this was almost 
certainly the peak. Although, 1973 saw four days of snow in Houston between January and February. 


January-February 1951 


Coldest temperature: 14° on 2/2 
Nights at or below freezing: 6 in a row 


January 1951 started off quite mild with 14 days in the 70s. The switch flipped on January 28, when 
temperatures dropped 40, and then January 29 when they kept dropping to 24 degrees. We then had four 
straight days below freezing all day long. The January 29-February 3 period remains Houston’s coldest 
stretch of 6 days on record, averaging 26.3 degrees. 
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Wire Services: Associated Press, International News, New York Times -Chicago Tribune - Reuters - New York Daily News, Chicago Daily News 
SS 


meno THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE | ="=- 





First in Houston—First in Texas 
Sita Ghadi taidi SS 
Other Depertments PR-2211 Vou. 50 No. 109 xe HOUSTON, TEXAS. TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1951 FORTY-FOUR PAGES 


Our City 


ee SNIN, Sleet Numb County 


Dimes campaign closes 
Wednesday night. Only hours | 








sorth, 
More date on Page 10-B 


vemain, then, in which to 
contribute to the eee 


= -Valley Citrus Hit Hard Blow 
er (rhs 

es Ice-Slick Roads; 
taden -Low of 22 Due 


Valer “tres industry while re- 
taining is grip on ‘the rest of) BY MARTIN DREYER 
‘Temperatures dipped below| Chronicle Staff 
freezing in the valley eariy Tuos- | Houston and Harfis County shivered in freezing temper- 
day and beid on stubbornìy. More | atures Tuesday after huddling through the winter's most 
subtreexing readings were Pe- Stabbing storm of ice, sleet and rain Monday afternoon 
Freming drizzle was reported| A low of 22 degrees is forecast for tonight and a high of 
{$ |Tuesday in the valley, along the | 31 during the day. The freeze is expected to last through 
coast, and as far north as Latrin Wednesday and possibly Thursday 
St : Occasional freezing rain and sleet are on tap for tonight 
Jipctadag Texarkana, Aurin ‘and|and Wednesday, the Weather Bureau predict 
A number of county 





Why? Hecause for the past sev- 


eral years the remsinder of the 
ph 
sna w eat S AVNOTHELS 


paying our wa: 


pouo HAS "niri epdemc in 

nais css e ae) | Q Mar 
straight years Polio io has 

¢ + "een epidemic in ee wate as 


a whole. 
Harris County had 318 polio! 0 e 
vierims hospitalized Jast year: 199 
in 1949. mipsi ia 3 1948, Of these 
821 vietions, 54 
And for 980 "hawt Comme 


BY MARSHALL VEXNIAUD 
Chronicle Staff 


Neither rain nor mow nor sleet | 
nor other unpleamnt weather 
= | com ` 





than it remitted to national bead— 
quarters in 1950. 

In other words, we haven't] Turned-on porch lights 
been pulling our own weight ‘window lights wil be the sles 


xi m ert plunged the mercury tọ 23 
HARRIS COUNTY and Teras| Samime a ta anen t wee a | Cheols are closed and thou- |r" am. Tuesday after 
should do better this year.) each wait is ready to make a m - ee ool] three bours of ~2¢ “degrees 


Sreatest March of Dimes drive. 










Ha do bees tis yeas | ee as ready ces children stayed home Tues-| temperature. 
should be excetdéd so we’ can} state ot pti. > 
on our obligations. | Agartmant ding dwellers 
acon. the Mothers March | may also “give CI gnal” to the 
ond Je heid tonight, marching grme ty tring a 

pa Women | handkerchief, a towel or almost 
any other ‘chject t» ther door 


Many roeds were iced 
The damaging storm! (See SNOW, Page 7) 









of 
we've been burt” | 
Tbe forecast was for mor 


aiis Mercury Sticks in 20s 


knobs 
a io of the collertors—inchud- inesday. Tempera-| The temperatures from Mon TOESDAT 











ere below freezing | day eveaing through Tuesday 24 

a e ate Teesday| moming were as follows 3 am coc eee ae 
o er. a continae low A Sam. .... 25 
campaign, the county will alse | Residents who expect to be th 7pm . 27 7am, cose z 
a toal of $250,000 or more im the | sway from their homes during | $ pm . 2 Sam seseo 3 
mi March of Dimes which cloves | the one-hour march may leave BE CAREFUL, Page 6) | 1 pm . 3 ilam . 25 

ednesday night their contributions with neigh- (See BE Ul. mge 
bors whe expect to be at home. 

Poll Tax Paid? Report at Fire Stations 


JELY 37.610. or little mor ¢ | fake their collections to the near 
than one-tenth of Harris 
County's eligible voters, had |(S* MOTHERS, Page 14) 








Freeze Isolates Families 


| BY ELMER SUMMERS topa turvy Tuesday with the; Throughout the ares, rural res- 





qualified to vote by paying [ 


January 30, 1951 front page of the Houston Chronicle, one of several days that saw the region dealing with disruption and damage due to ice 
and excessive cold. (Houston Chronicle) 


In addition to the cold, what is likely the worst ice storm in city history led to serious damage and 
disruption. Almost an inch and a half of precipitation fell during the cold snap. Another event likely 
worthy of its own post. 


January 1940 


Coldest temperature: 10° on 1/19 
Nights at or below freezing: 11 in a row 


The 1940 cold snap came with snow on January 22nd, with up to 3 inches reported from Houston into 
southern Louisiana and more elsewhere in the states. Only twice has Houston seen 11 straight days of low 
temperatures at or below freezing: January 1983 and January 1940. The 1940 cold is notable for both 
intensity and duration. 


January 1930 


Coldest temperature: 5° on 1/18 
Nights at or below freezing: 8, coming in two 4-day waves 
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January 18, 1930 is Houston’s coldest morning on record, with a low of 5 degrees above zero. The cold 
came in two punches, this first strong one, followed by a second one a couple days later in which we 
bottomed out at 15 degrees on the 22nd. 
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The January 18, 1930 Houston c aiie abenn the news eat Houston s coldest ides pa Mon c wa 
Five days after hitting 15 degrees, we were back up near 70, so further proof it won’t stay cold forever! 


February 1899 


Coldest temperature: 6° on 2/12 and 2/13 
Nights at or below freezing: 9 in a row 


The February 1899 cold snap covered most of the eastern half of the United States, and it could be deemed 


the granddaddy of them all in the South. Several records from that event still stand today, including the 
coldest on record for Amarillo (-16°), Dallas (-8°), Galveston (8°), and the Texas all-time record (Tulia 
was -23°, a record shared with Seminole in 1933). In addition to Texas, state records still stand or are 
shared today from this cold snap in Nebraska, Ohio, Louisiana, and Florida. 


The February 13, 1899 edition of the Houston Post described the cold snap thusly: 
“When a younger friend approaches him now and suggests to him, with a degree 


of profanity based on the length of time he has been exposed to the chilling, biting, 
nipping North wind, that ‘it’s pretty cold,’ the oldest inhabitant cannot yawn, draw 
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closer to the welcome fire, and say, with an air of conscious superiority, ‘Yes, but 
away back in ’73 there was a norther that-.’ He has no recourse but to moodily 
assent, put a few more coals in the blazing grate and reflect on what has been, 
what might have been and what may be. And all this makes him sad, very, very 
sad.” 


February 1899 is front and center in the pantheon of cold as well. 


February 1895 


Coldest temperature: 10° on 2/8 
Nights at or below freezing: 12 over the course of 2 weeks 


February 1895 was a memorable cold snap, with 4 daily records still standing today. But what set 1895 
apart for Houston was our greatest snowstorm of 20 inches, which we conveniently wrote about back in 
2017! 


The final word 


So, will 2021 join these memorable cold snaps? Probably. But ultimately, whether it really can join the 
ranks of a 1989 or 1983 or 1899 will depend on just how cold it gets Tuesday morning. 


PICK YOUR FREE or = reliant? 





Sunday morning update: Snow likely 
Here’s the latest on Houston’s winter tonight for much of Houston, followed 


storm and exceptional cold by extreme cold 


25 thoughts on “Looking back at some previous historic Houston cold snaps” 


Jerry M 
February 13, 2021 at 5:06 pm 


So here is your next trivia challenge — when was the last time the entire continental US was at or below 
freezing? For a hint I think it was 1995 (or 1996) 


Loading... 
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Keith 
February 13, 2021 at 7:13 pm 


I’m guessing *95 or °96 


Loading... 


Sam 
February 13, 2021 at 5:16 pm 


Remember the 1997 ice storm? It was awful and about a week long. 


Loading... 


Majken Pullin 
February 14, 2021 at 1:51 am 


I do!! No one is talking about it for some reason, but it clogged up the city 


Loading... 


Dennis McGuire 
February 13, 2021 at 5:31 pm 


I don’t know how many remember him now, but it’s cold snaps like this that really make me miss my old 
friend Doug Johnson, the weatherman on KPRC-TV Channel 2. Doug would be having a ball right now, 
and he would also be the most-watched personality on Houston television through this thing. We lost him 
in January 2019 and I sure wish he could still be here. 


Loading... 


Typical Poster 
February 13, 2021 at 5:36 pm 


Thank you Eric and Matt for all you do. Why is the fear of long words called 
Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia? 


| ARAinA 
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Keith 
February 13, 2021 at 7:11 pm 


Because if it were Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophilia we would have to love the word! 
Thank goodness for ctrl c and ctrl v 


Loading... 


Lester (who now lives in Clear L 
February 13, 2021 at 5:41 pm 


Dec 1989...my wife and I were living in Atascocita South (north Houston)..and I remember it well! I 
remember driving down the street and and seeing water... coming under the front doors of MANY homes 
and heading out to the street.... from BUSTED water pipes...the wife and I assume that the homeowners 
had gone somewhere else for the holidays....what a horrible way to come home....these several days were 
the COLDEST days I ever spent in Houston...wrap your outdoor pipes, if your attic is inside your home 
(not garage) open it slightly to let HEAT into the attic, cover the soffits , outside your house by the kitchen 
to keep the COLD AIR from hitting your plumbing above you kitchen sink (cardboard works 
perfectly).....Good Luck! 


Loading... 


Kris Volk 
February 13, 2021 at 5:55 pm 


Great stuff thanks Matt! 


Loading... 


nat carter 
February 13, 2021 at 6:02 pm 


Hasn’t the location of the reading site for “official” records changed a number of times over the years? 


A low of 10° in 1895 (measured at the official site at the time, which I’m guessing was in downtown) 
could have meant that the temp out in the country (such as where the official site is now, IIRC at Bush 
airport) was around zero degrees. 
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If memory serves (a big if) there was an official measuring site for downtown (in addition to the official 
site for the city of Houston), it’s final location, before it was discontinued, was on the Rice campus. 


More background here: https://www.weather.gow/hgx/office. 


Loading... 


Tropical Tiffy 
February 13, 2021 at 6:29 pm 


I have to say i was always the one predicting (and fearing) that this would be a bitterly cold winter. We’ ve 
been constantly downstream of the East Pacific Ridge (the one causing the California drought), and that 
has lead to an active winter. What was missing most of the winter was bitterly cold air which we have 
now. 


I admit I didn’t imagine it would get colder than Jan 2018. In my mind, that was the coldest it could get 
here but we are going well beyond that right now. I just saw KHOU 11 forecast a low of 4 at IAH. 
UNBELIEVABLE!!!! Count me a bit skepitcal it will get quite that cold but for sure this will be the 
coldest in 30 years. 


Can’t say I didn’t warn you guyz! But at least if we are going to have a cold snap we are shooting the 
moon with this one and going all the way. 


Now i hope there won’t be anymore complaining on this board when we get highs in the 80s and low in 
the 70s and it’s cloudy and humid. That type of weather was wayyyy too rare this winter. 


Loading... 


Ivan 
February 13, 2021 at 9:34 pm 


So do you think this will start happening more often in the next coming winters? I have a feeling it will. 
We were having downstreams of cool weather since August last year. I’m curious about what you think. 


Loading... 


Ben 
February 13, 2021 at 6:31 pm 


The 1997 Ice Storm is up there with 1989, and the impact to the region from that ‘97 storm was much 
more significant (at least as | remember it). Definitely deserves a mention. 
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Loading... 


Matt Lanza 
February 13, 2021 at 9:13 pm 


Definitely don’t disagree, but for this post, we focused on extreme temperatures. Ice storms & 
snowstorms deserve their own post though, for sure. 


Loading... 


Vivian 
February 13, 2021 at 10:46 pm 


I remember that one because I’d been home for the holidays from my college in Kentucky, and had a 
terrible time getting back with the cancelled flights! 


Loading... 


David Painter 
February 13, 2021 at 8:07 pm 


Hey gang, I didn’t see anything mentioned about the Snow we received in February, 1960. I have a photo 
of our house covered in a lot of snow in Kemah. If you would like to take a look at it let me know how to 
send it. 


Loading... 


Matt Lanza 
February 13, 2021 at 9:11 pm 


We were focused mostly on Houston’s most extreme temps for this post. Ice storms and snowstorms 
could take up their own special post! 


Loading... 


Matt Lanza 
February 13, 2021 at 9:12 pm 
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And I would like to see the photo actually! If you could email it. My email is: matt at 
spacecityweather.com 


Tom 
February 13, 2021 at 8:07 pm 


Matt, 

Thanks for your compilation. I have only been in the Houston area since 3Q 2013 however I can relate to 
the cold of Christmas 1983. I lived in Denver and conditions were brutal there as they pretty well were 
anywhere east of the Rockies. 


Tommy Romano 
February 13, 2021 at 9:21 pm 


I was a lowly undergraduate in December 1989 and took a job loading 18 wheelers (night shift) in 
between semester to earn some holiday cash. Working the loading dock that night, I swore it was the 
coldest I had ever been. It wasn’t until I got home after the shift that I learned that it got down to 7F! 
Couldn’t get the water in the shower hot enough to thaw myself out. LOL. 


Tom Swinburn 
February 14, 2021 at 8:30 am 


A few times (very few) as a refrigeration and air conditioning mechanic I had to work in way sub zero 
walk-ins. No matter the number of layers and how heavy the coat five minutes inside was my limit. I 
can’t FATHOM people living in ares that’s an everyday occurrence at certain times of the year. We can 
gripe about the heat and humidity, but for me extreme cold is far worse. (living in Houston that’s a good 
thing) 


Nat Hou 
February 14, 2021 at 12:51 am 
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Holy Cow! I have a copy of that December 23, 1989 Chronicle front page because I’m in the photo. Ain’t 
revealing which one is me. It was afternoon and there weren’t many patrons at the museum as it was close 
to Christmas. So my colleagues and took our break at the hill. We were a little iffy about giving our names 
to the photographer but figured the guy who signed our paychecks wouldn’t mind if the museum’s name 
was in the paper. Then when we saw it we were all miffed because he got the museum’s name wrong! Fer 
cryin’ out loud dude, the name on the building was right across the street! Houston Museum of Natural 
Science, not natural history. It was fun, albeit unusual, break anyway. © 


Brandy 
February 14, 2021 at 1:10 am 


I was here for the 1983 Christmas cold snap. As was my sister who was visiting for the holiday. Her visit 
ended up being longer than anticipated because her flights kept getting cancelled. 


Barbara Holt Szalkowski 
February 14, 2021 at 1:21 pm 


For some reason, I remember a winter streak in December, I thought, in the late 1970s where the actual 
temperature was at or below freezing for several days, maybe a week? The esplanade between Main and 
Fannin near Hermann Park/Rice University was covered in beautiful ice formations from the broken 
sprinklers or something. I can’t ever find the data to back up my recollection, although your above 
description of January 1978 could be what I’m remembering, but I really remember it as a December 
event, right around Christmas. I remember the 1983 winter as we drove to Amarillo for Christmas and hit 
Ice at Temple and had to crawl the rest of the way up US 289. Took us *** 21 *** hours to make the 
drive. At least we made it, though. Had we gone via I-45 and I-20, we’d have been stuck in Dallas as I-20 
was closed. Good times! 


Mark H 
February 14, 2021 at 3:36 pm 


I was running a paper in the Texas Highland Lakes in 1989 and the local electric cooperative was nearly 
brought to its knees with snapped lines (both from tree limbs falling through them and snapping on their 
own due to the weight of freezing rain). Fish froze in their aquariums because the power was out for so 
long. That also led to a near statewide power emergency and outage. Mighty close. The Texas grid is 
designed for freezing temps in Dallas which moderate as temps in Houston freeze. That year, it froze 
everywhere. Schools and industries that paid an “interruptible rate” which is lower, for natural gas and 
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electricity were turned off to provide service to residents, grocery stores, hospitals, etc. Things are better 
now in Texas’ energy market. This was a great recap of our “coldest ever” 


Comments are closed. 
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